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Scarlet Letter Analysis
Adultery in Society
In the classic novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne, the Scarlet Letter addresses a serious problem in modern society: adultery.  In the plot, the main character, Hester Prynne, commits a terrible sin in her society.  Hester had an affair with another man, despite being married.  She was in a less than satisfactory marriage and fell in love with another man.  She performed a shameful act which then resulted in pregnancy.  Rather than being stoned, to spare the life of her unborn child, Hester was sent to prison.  She was later released but ridiculed by her town, forced to wear a scarlet “A” on her bodice for the rest of her life.  However, as time passed, people seemed to look past the scarlet letter and began to see her as a normal human.  It was as if the talent she possessed, sewing, was masking her sin.  In modern society, adultery is everywhere.  It is running rampant not only through Sin Boulevard and Corruption Avenue, but it is affecting the lived of several thousand citizens at every moment.  The damage caused by adultery affects the sinner, affects the family, and affects the lover. 
When Hester was finally released from the confines of the prison, she was left to the ridicule of the townsmen.  “…she was made the common infamy, at which all mankind was summoned to point its finger” (Hawthorne 62).  This fear of ridicule is expected of any human being.  In Hester’s case, she had committed a sin which, at the time, was the equivalent of breaking the law.  However, in the modern age, adultery is such a common occurrence that it is no longer as harshly punished.  Adultery brings into question morals and ethics which have long since degraded from the year of 1649, the year in which the novel takes place.  People are no longer stoned, or killed, for the act of infidelity.  However, the family is greatly affected by the poor decision of the offender.
Hester’s child, as well as her husband were greatly affected by her desire for stronger love.  “’Nay, then, wear it, if it suit you better,’ rejoined he, ‘A woman must needs follow her own fancy touching the adornment of her person. The letter is gaily embroidered, and shows right bravely on your bosom!’” (Hawthorne 136).  This sarcastic, slightly angered passage was spoken by Roger Chillingworth, Hester’s husband.  Hester’s husband was overcome with anger and jealousy, to the point of obsession.  He told Hester to keep their relationship a secret from the town, hiding an even darker, ulterior motive.  Chillingworth is portrayed as a “leech,” though his profession is as a doctor.  He uses his authority as a doctor to get close to Hester’s lover and push him further toward his insanity that began with the affair.
Lastly, the lover is affected by a poor decision to agree to illicit behavior.  “’None--nothing but despair!’ he answered. ‘What else could I look for, being what I am, and leading such a life as mine? Were I an atheist--a man devoid of conscience--a wretch with coarse and brutal instincts--I might have found peace long ere now. Nay, I never should have lost it. But, as matters stand with my soul, whatever of good capacity there originally was in me, all of God's gifts that were the choicest have become the ministers of spiritual torment. Hester, I am most miserable!’” (Hawthorne 155).  Arthur Dimmesdale, the town priest, was driven to a state of insanity as a result of the pressure placed on him for being Hester’s lover.  He would not be allowed to openly love the child that he and Hester had brought into the world.  The stress of being the town’s spiritual leader was too great for Dimmesdale to handle.  The pain of wanting to be with the people he loves most, and the responsibility to the town eventually drove him to carve a letter “A” onto his chest, sharing, in his mind, the same weight as his beloved Hester.  Lovers of adulterers cannot simply shut off their feelings.  The love will always be in their heart.  However, in this modern world, several affairs are not even committed out of love.  They are often a result of lust and misplaced emotions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Adultery is blatantly addressed in The Scarlet Letter, and is still an incredibly harmful immorality today.  The offender is greatly affected by their poor choice and ignorance to their conscience through ridicule and gossip.  Though words are said not to hurt, they cause greater harm than many have been taught to think. The family of the adulterer is critically influenced by the damaging option their loved one has chosen to take.  Several families are destroyed by one, or several, terrible decisions.  Lastly, the lover is not left unscathed.  The lover is lulled into love or infidelity and they will live with that guilt for the rest of their lives.  Adultery greatly affects the adulterer, the family, and the lover.   


